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MOLINE CORPORATION
Company History

The business was established at Moline, (llinois, in 1868, meeting
with success from the start. However, when the buildings were destroyed
by fire in 1892, the principal stock holder, Mr. W. B, Ullman, accepted an
offer of a bonus to rebuild the factory in St. Charles. The original officers
of the Company included W. B. Ullman, President; P. H. Davis, Vice-
President and Superintendent; A. B, Caldwell, Secretary; and George
Alinsworth, Treasurer.

About 1900, Mr. Rowe, who served as steam engineer from 1897 to
1907, persuaded Superintendent Davis to replace the fiickering kerosene
lamps with electric lights. A steam generator with capacity for about 200
electric lights was installed. Later, Mr. Rowe installed a larger generator to
supply power for electric motors.

In 1805, Mr. Ullman sold his interest in the compahy to the present
holders and retired. The capital was $75,000.00.

Moline Malleable iron Company inspired the first large housing
development in this community. Many of these homes are stitl in the Dean
Street area, attractive and well kept with neat lawns set off with flowers, a
tradition among the. Belgians who constituted the core of the early work-
ing force. Later Lithuanians found employment here to give the com-
munity a casmopolitan tone. These earlier employees of Moline contributed
not only to the economic life of the community but to the religious, social,
political and cultural life of St. Charles.
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